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Project FOCUS and WCTA
By: David Islas
Introduction
Social Issue
(Described in Keith Morton’s Article, The 
Irony of Service)
Project Paradigm and Social Paradigm.
Project FOCUS is a program designed to 
encourage students on the autism 
spectrum with educational programs 
suited for their wants and needs in life.
WCTA hopes to encourage students 
learning in specific programs to 
eventually lead to certification by the 
CTE board in that specific field. These 
students are able to go into their fields 
out of high school and begin work. This 
school also pushes students to higher 
education.
What is the issue?
Lack of resources puts education in danger. If no one assists to fix 
the issues we have in education, then we are threatened to have 
students continually be discouraged.
Senate Bill 508 of the 
2015 Nevada Legislature 
passed a new 
requirement, that special 
needs students would not 
receive a special budget, 
but rather be added onto 
the students in the 
school’s population and 
get the same average 
funding each student 
would get (NSL, 2015). 
Regional Professional 
Development Programs have 
been developed to support 
the ideal of the progress of 
the state (NSL, 2016). These 
biennial programs take place 
to help teachers get ready 
for the development of the 
state and have education 
become even better. Within 
this past session, there was 
$15.2 million allocated to 
these programs, just for 
training and specialization in 
these fields. 
My learning sites addressed the problem largely with the way 
their programs are built in defiance of the current climate.
I can address the social issue as I work as an educator and openly 
bring it up to people. Going to city town halls and presenting the 
issues is also another way to do so. Otherwise, we just have to work 
together as communities to try and push Nevada to get more 
money to the schools.
Project FOCUS is a program designed to 
encourage students on the autism 
spectrum with educational programs 
suited for their wants and needs in life.
WCTA is a Magnet school that has been 
existent for 10 years.
Service Learning
I served two different communities with 
both of these projects. With WCTA, I 
serviced students education within the 
agricultural field by continuing their 
agricultural experience through 
greenhouse work and lessons. Project 
FOCUS had me service students on the 
Autism Spectrum in having someone be 
there for them and having someone to 
depend on. I felt like I truly had a purpose 
in helping all the students there both 
programs, being a friend and educating 
along the way.
I was truly delighted volunteer at both of 
these experiences. I could never be 
anymore grateful for the experience I had 
at each site and I appreciated it greatly. I 
had learned so much about the impact of 
friendship and how I should professionally 
look into becoming a double major to 
reach out to the hearts of as many 
students as I can.
I expected something different from each 
sight. From WCTA, I expected an overall 
laziness from all the students and for the 
work to be done by myself. I was really 
surprised with the response and assistance 
I received while I was there. 
I expected something completely different 
from Project FOCUS. I had experienced 
other special education programs, so I 
prepared myself for the usual 
disappointment. To my delight, there was 
quite a heavy difference that made me so 
happy to see. So many students worked 
and a community was there. I loved to 
have my expectations defied there.
History of my 
sites
Purpose of my 
sites
What is the issue?
My Sites Approach
My approach
Service to the 
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What I expected
Reflection and 
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Community 
Service 
Paradigm
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The Americans with 
Disabilities Act made by 
the US government was a 
step in the right direction 
for special education 
resources. However, it 
does not have any 
funding provisions, its 
main provision is 
prevention of 
discrimination and access 
to amenities
What's being done about it?
